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TO : Deputy Directer of Training (Genersl) DATE: 13 Mar, 52
SUBJECT: Weekly Report - 6 Mar.-13 Mar.52
l. During the past week seven reports have been submitted to
n the specizlized aspects of research
psychology. In addition, there have been twe conferences with him
involving various members of his staff who are concerned with this
preblem,
- 2. On 7 March, & four-hour conference was held with Dr.
544d
E - 9w
ERGE 3. During the week we have been conducting a detailed psyche-
o -8 logical analysis of a persen in whom* of Manager@§X1A9a
=5 18 very much interested.
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gu & O be On 5 and 8 March, 17 language students were tested for the
bt m:’:l Language Center. In order te accommodate offices which cannet spare
iw? o™ o their empleyees for langusge testing en a week day, we have scheduled
- &N %E testing programs for Saturdays.
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[E %2 o & 5. Nine spplicants for Professional Trainee slots were tested
e ,“3% .. this week.
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3 6. On 12 March, I delivered a talk en interview procedures
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(Written InterviewQuestionnaire) to the first class of Personnel
recruiters who have been brought te Washington for refresher courses.

7. We sre presently engaged in rounding up the various val idity
© o % studies which have been made in the past, on the effectiveness of the

7, Iows Language Aptitude Examinatien in predicting lsmguage proficiency
at Georgetewn. The study includes 12 language classes of the UTG/A
type and two PT classes.,

8. In the Handboock of Experimental Psycholegy (1951), an advanced
1 text for professienal psychelegists, Professor Miller of Harvard stated:
i "The fact is that legic is a fermal system, just as arithmetic is a
{3 formal system, and to expect untrained subjects to think legically is
> much the same as te expect preschool children to know the multiplication
4 tgble,"
&

Since evidence on this hypothests was available in cur files,
we carried out a contrelled study. 67 adults (Group A) who had had

LANFIEEN T

Approved For Release 2001/07/23 : CIA-RDP55-00011A000100030141-6



CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Reledse 20@/07/2§WWA0001‘0003W1-6
- 2 -

gt least three semester hours of training in cellege legic were paired
with 67 other adults (Group B) whe had never had any training in legic.
The subjects were paired in terms of sex, age, and education. It was
feund that Group A obtained a higher mesn score (29) than Group B
{mean A ), The difference was statistically significaent. However,
38% ef the subjects in Greup B obtained higher scores than thelr
paired partners in Group A,

A group of nine Ph.D's who had net had any training in legic
cbtained a mean score of 33. The chances are 88 cut of 100 that the
difference between the Ph.D. megn score snd the mean score for Croup
A is significant,

Therefore, Prof, Miller's gemeralization that untrained subjects
cannet think legically is not substantiated. On the basis ef supple-
mentary evidence, not here cited, the conclusion is reached that the
ability te think legically is one aspect of intelligence, but it re-
mains to be determined what part training in legic plays in the
development of this ability.
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